Europe, 23 February 2022

Josep Borrell Fontelles
High Representative of the European Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy.

Eamon Gilmore
European Union Special Representative for Human Rights and European Union Special Envoy for the Peace
Process in Colombia.

Javier Nifo Perez
Executive Director for the Americas of the European External Action Service of the European Union.

Distinguished Gentlemen:

As you are aware, Colombia remains the country with the highest murder rate for human rights defenders in the
world. The record of serious human rights violations has even been recognized by the Colombian Government?,
and there was an alarming escalation just in early 2022, with at least 19 massacres and 22 social leaders murdered?.
In this regard, the European civil society organizations that are signatories to this communication, deeply lament
that both public declarations issued after the VII High-Level Dialogue® and the XIIl Human Rights Dialogue
between the European Union and Colombia?, have omitted any criticism regarding Colombia’s current human
rights crisis.

Even though European cooperation with Colombia on climate change and the green pact are important, they will
be impossible to implement if the European Union does not fully recognize the reiterated concerns transmitted to
the European Union by civil society in relation to the serious and persistent human rights violations in Colombia,
where there is a clear state responsibility due to the lack of protection measures for its population. Both texts also
omitted the serious humanitarian and environmental crises that affect a majority of the country’s territories, with
differential impacts on Indigenous and Afro-descendant people and women. In turn, they do not reference the
reports or recommendations from independent experts such as the United Nations Special Rapporteurs and High
Commissioner for Human Rights, or the United Nations Security Council and Inter-American Commission on
Human Rights.

These omissions are especially acute as they occur in the period leading up to elections with their exorbitant
numbers of murders, massacres, forced displacements, enforced disappearances, the recruitment of children, and
sexual violence. There are also multiple complaints of abuses committed by state forces, as well as those of
collusion with illegal armed groups that involve high-level positions in the state®.

To support victims, the European Union must highlight the importance of the Colombian state’s full compliance
with international human rights law and call on the government to truly commit to the comprehensive
implementation of the Peace Agreement. Additionally, in the present context, the European Union must issue, at
the very least, a call to contain the crisis that is occurring in the territories, concerning the Colombian state’s
responsibilities and the deterioration of the Rule of Law, and call for - urgent prevention and protection of
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fundamental rights for the Colombian people, taking into account the concerns transmitted on multiple occasions
by European and Colombian civil society.

On the contrary, both declarations legitimize the governmental policies and with this, persistent and systematic

human rights violations and crimes against humanity.

Based on the above, we urge that these concerns be included in future communications or declarations.

We thank you for your time and attention.

Signed:

CONoGRrLNE
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Agir ensemble pour les droits humains
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e Fundaci6 Pau i Solidaritat — CCOO
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¢ International Action for Peace - IAP
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e Colectiva de Mujeres Refugiadas
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