
 

PRESS RELEASE 

International Day for the Right to the Truth concerning Gross Violations of Human Rights and for the Dignity of 

Victims 

The Victims’ right to Truth must not be overshadowed by impunity in Colombia  

 

 The EU should support civil society initiatives for truth. 

 The peace agreements must respect international principles of “truth, justice, reparation and guarantees 
of non-repetition”. 

 Impunity is a tool used in the war. Because of this, widespread impunity is not compatible with a peace 
agreement. 

 

Brussels, March 24, 2014. In Colombia the truth has been overshadowed by impunity, perhaps the most effective 
weapon used in Colombia’s internal conflict. Six million victims without access to truth, justice and reparation are 
witness to that fact. Impunity has also made victims of people who defend the victims and their families, as in the 
case of the families of the disappeared who face multiple attacks and threats because they investigate the causes of 
this crime. 

The Colombian government and the FARC are immersed in talks to end more than fifty years of armed conflict. 
According to the National Centre for Historical Memory (Centro Nacional de Memoria Histórica – CNMH), this half 
century of war has produced almost 6 million victims: internally-displaced persons (5.7 million), murders (220,000), 
the disappeared (25,000) and countless cases of sexual violencei. 

For these victims there has been no truth, no justice, no reparation and no guarantees of non-repetition. The 
dialogues between the government and the FARC in Havana are taking place behind closed doors and have not 
allowed for the direct participation of the victims. Oidhaco is concerned that the parties could be negotiating 
widespread impunity that encourages those who violate human rights in Colombia to continue committing crimes, 
namely members of the security forces, paramilitaries and guerrillas. 

“We believe that the European Union (EU) should play a key role in protecting the victims in light of the Havana 
negotiations. The EU must ensure that the peace agreements respect international principles of truth, justice and 
reparation”, says Oidhaco spokesperson, Vincent Vallies. “We also hope that the EU publicly supports civil society 
initiatives for truth ”, Vallies concludes.  

This March 24th marks the ‘International Day for the Right to the Truth concerning Gross Violations of Human Rights 
and for the Dignity of Victims’. The right to Truth is enshrined in various international instruments, as it is an 
essential element to ensure that crimes are not repeated, to dignify the victims and as a foundation for building a 
society in which justice and peace are a reality. 

All States have an obligation to combat impunity. Therefore, if the parties in Havana sign an agreement promoting 
widespread impunity, they would not be fulfilling their obligations. The right to truth is an individual and collective 
right and should be part of the Government's efforts to combat impunity.  

 

The International Office on Human Rights - Action Colombia OIDHACO, represents a network of 35 European organisations. From its headquarters in Brussels, 

Oidhaco accompanies Colombian civil society initiatives which work towards the full respect of human rights and international humanitarian law, and a 

negotiated solution to the internal armed conflict. Since 2012, Oidhaco has been granted Special Consultative Status before the United Nations Economic and 

Social Council. 

                                                           
i
 National Centre for Historical Memory (Centro Nacional de Memoria Histórica – CNMH), 2013 report “Basta Ya!” (Enough Already) 


