
March 2012: Deep increase of attacks 

against human rights defenders

According to a recent report of the Somos Defensores Programme, in the year 2011, 239 human rights

defenders suffered attacks, 49 of which were murdered and 6 disappeared. This represents a deep
increase in comparison with 2010 (32 human rights defenders murdered). Victims, indigenous and land
restitution leaders are particular targets of these attacks. Of particular concern is the remerging of
enforced disappearance among modalities of attacks.

Over the last days and weeks, attacks and harassment against them have been particularly serious. We
would like to share with you some of the cases reflecting this structural and systematic situation.

2- Paramilitaries and politicians linked to 

paramilitaries offer a 120 000 USD reward 

for killing human rights defender.

Paramilitaries and politicians linked to paramilitaries
who are currently in prison as well as the
paramilitary group “Los Rastrojos” have made it
known that they have raised approximately 120 000
USD. They will pay this amount to whoever kills
human rights lawyer José Humberto Torres of the
Political Prisoners Solidarity Committee.

José Humberto Torres recently filed a request for
criminal investigations to be opened against several
members of the Colombian Congress for their
alleged links with paramilitaries and their
responsibility regarding crimes committed by
paramilitaries. He also played a prominent role in
criminal proceedings which led to the conviction of
the former Director of the Civilian Security
Department (DAS). José Humberto Torres is also
one of the organisations delegates in the dialogue
engaged with the Colombian government on
human rights defenders protection, in the context
of the National guaranties roundtable (Mesa
Nacional de garantías).

1- Attempt to kill a member of Movice, son of a

human rights defenders murdered.

On 11 March, Hernando José Verbel Ocón has been victim of an
attempt to kill him. On 23 March 2011, Eder Verbel Rocha, the
father of Hernando José Verbel Ocón, was killed by paramilitaries,
and in January 2012, Eder Verbel Rocha's brother, who witnessed
the killing, received death threats. The Verbel Rocha family, who
are members of the National Movement of Victims of State
Crimes (Movimiento Nacional de Víctimas de Crímenes de Estado,
MOVICE), has been campaigning against impunity and human
rights violations committed by paramilitaries in Sucre
Department. The family is also facing threats apparently in an
effort to force them to leave the land they own in the area.

3- Recent attacks against the José Alvear Restrepo

Lawyers Collective.

On Wednesday, 1st of February 2012, Diana Maria Barrios
Sabogal, daughter of José Alvear Restrepo Lawyers Collective
(CCAJAR) lawyer Rafael Barrios Mendivil, was attacked by strange
men when she was in a taxi, after leaving her office at the
Attorney General’s Office (Fiscalía). On 30 January, day of the
Court's decision, a police officer who posed as a taxi driver was
seen taking pictures of two members of CCAJAR.

These events coincided with the confirmation by the High Court
of Bogota of the 30 years conviction against Colonel (r) of the
National Army Luis Alfonso Plazas Vega, for crimes of enforced
disappearance in the case of Justice Palace, and with the
statements by President Santos against the Court's decision.
Likewise, the smear campaign against CCAJAR due to their work
on the DAS case continues. Harassments were also reported, in
relation with the Mapiripán case.

Finally, the lawyer Alirio Uribe Muñoz, president of CCAJAR,
noticed constant blocking and repeated interferences on his cell
phone in the context of his participation in the on-going criminal
proceedings against former Peace Commissioner Luis Carlos
Restrepo for false demobilization
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5 - Attacks in the context of the mobilization of 6 

March.

Over the last few weeks, persecution and harassment against
the human rights defenders and other forms of social
movements that promoted the mobilization of 6 March to
commemorate State's crimes victims have been particularly
strong. This year, the mobilization aimed at particularly
denouncing land grabbing and the lack of a real policy for land
restitution.

Between February 27 and 29, two pamphlets circulated
containing death threats against leaders, NGOs and
international organisations. One of the pamphlets was
directed specifically against women. These threats were made
by paramilitary groups known as the "Rastrojos" and the
"Águilas Negras Bloque Capital".

The threat of February 27 made particular reference to
"actions carried out against the regions to impede industry
progress."

The Office in Colombia of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) recently spoke out
against these threats.

4 - Murder of broadcast journalist.

On March 15, 2012, the Colombian broadcast journalist
Argemiro Cárdenas Agudelo was murdered, in Dosquebradas,
department of Risaralda. Argemiro Cárdenas had been the
mayor of Dosquebradas, and he was the founder and manager
of the community radio station La Metro Radio 92.1 FM. He
was the director of the Cafetera Radial Radio Network (Red
Radial Cafetera) and representative of the western region of
Colombia before the Consultative Committee of Radio of the
Ministry of Information and Communication Technologies
(MINTIC). On March 1, he had been nominated for the
position of National Representative of the World Association
of Community Radios (AMARC).

Faced with this situation, the Colombian government has not taken appropriate measures. As noted in the report of the
International Service for Human Rights, those measures which have been taken have not reflected an improvement in the
situation of human rights defenders. As OHCHR recently recalled, "This protection must be conceived in a holistic sense, which
includes much more than physical protection measures. Comprehensive protection requires a coordinated response by the
various State agencies and the causes of aggression must be investigated, those responsible punished and structural measures
implemented to confront these attacks"

Sources:

• Annual Report of the Information system of attacks
against human rights defenders in Colombia –
SIADDHH of the Somos Defensores Programme

• Amnesty International – Urgent Actions
• IACHR, Office of the Special Rapporteur Condemns

Murder of Journalist in Colombia, March 19, 2012
• UNHCHR, UN Office for human rights rejects

threats against human rights defenders, March 7,
2012

• International Service for Human Rights, Human
Rights Defenders in Colombia - How is the
Government protecting their rights?, Bogotá,
Colombia - December 2011

So we would like to recommend the following:

• To the High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs
and Security Policy, Catherine Ashton and to the European
External Action Service: to publicly express their concern for
these serious acts; to express their support to the work of
human rights defenders; to request for protection measures
and investigation of these acts by the Colombian State.

• To the European Parliament, and in particular to the
Subcommittee on Human Rights and the Committee on
Foreign Affairs: to express their concern for these attacks and
to request to the External Action Service to adopt concrete
measures in order to make sure that the Colombian
government fully complies with its obligation to protect the
persons who are under threat and to investigate these acts..

Updated: 21 March 2012

For more information: www.oidhaco.org
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