
 

PRESS RELEASE 

The EU must accompany this process as well as supporting victims´ demands and Colombian civil society peace 

initiatives.  

Oidhaco welcomes the start of peace talks in Colombia 

 

Brussels, 4 September 2012. On a number of occasions OIDHACO has asked the EU to insist that instead of 

prolonging the war, Colombia channels all its efforts into achieving peace. We are convinced that the end of the 

armed conflict can not be achieved by military means, which on the contrary cause more pain and death every day, 

and which have already claimed thousands and thousands of civilian casualties over the past decades. For this 

reason, as a network of more than 30 European organisations, we welcome the decision of the Colombian 

government and the Farc guerrilla to begin peace talks.  

According to Vincent Vallies, Oidhaco spokesperson; “this announcement has raised a great deal of hope in 

Colombian civil society. We reiterate that, in order to gain lasting peace, it is fundamental that the process addresses 

the deep-seated root causes of the armed conflict such as land concentration and expropriation, inequality and lack 

of social justice, the lack of democratic guarantees for the population, the systematic violation of human rights and 

impunity for the perpetrators of these violations”. 

The peace process must be built on a solid foundation of respect for human rights and international humanitarian 

law. It is therefore imperative and urgent that all parties cease hostilities. Equally, the negotiating parties and the 

guerrilla of the National Liberation Army (ELN) must reach an agreement to include the latter in the negotiating 

process.  

We take this opportunity to reiterate our support for Colombian civil society. Without their work to promote the 

search for peace, the moment for these exploratory talks could not have arrived. All too often social organisations 

have had to overcome misunderstandings and stigmatisation that have placed the lives of their members in danger. 

Oidhaco notes EU support for this fledgling process, which, in the words of Commissioner Ashton is a "very positive 

development". Nevertheless, the EU must also exercise a critical view and propose effective mechanisms for the 

participation of civil society during the different stages of the process. Experience has shown that lasting peace 

cannot be built without this participation, in particular of sectors who have historically been made invisible by the 

conflict, such as indigenous peoples, Afro-Colombian communities, women's organisations, rural communities, etc.. 

The success of any peace process will also depend on the ability of the Colombian government to generate the 

minimum political guarantees which the opposition should enjoy in any democracy, including an end to the 

stigmatisation of social protest, the establishment of effective mechanisms for civil society participation in public 

affairs and the beginning of a process in which the victims of armed conflict have access to truth, justice and 

reparation, without the danger of repeated violations of their fundamental rights and leaving no room for impunity 

for the perpetrators of these violations. In this regard, we call on the EU to support the request made by the Office 

of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights in Colombia that "reminds the parties and civil society 

that there is no contradiction between peace and justice (...). Serious violations cannot be amnestied or forgotten, 

on the contrary confronting them will contribute to the transformation of Colombia ". 



Oidhaco is confident that the end of war is not in itself peace, but that it is a necessary step towards achieving it. 

Lasting and sustainable peace can only be built with the active participation of the different sectors of Colombian 

society, with respect for human rights and social justice. This process requires the support of the international 

community.  

Therefore, the EU should accompany this important process as Norway is doing, by specifically positioning proposals 

from civil society organisations. We reiterate the need to continue monitoring the human rights situation in the 

country, and – now more than ever - to express concern for the protection of human rights defenders and social 

leaders.  

  
The International Office on Human Rights - Action Colombia, represents a network of more than 30 European organisations. From its offices in 

Brussels, Oidhaco accompanies Colombian civil society initiatives which work towards the full respect of human rights and international 

humanitarian law, and a negotiated solution to the internal armed conflict  

 


