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Letter to the protagonists of the peace talks in Havana insists on the importance of civil society 
participation and call for the reform to military jurisdiction to be withdrawn. 
 

The European Parliament urges the Colombian government 
and the FARC to guarantee lasting peace 

 

 
Brussels, 18 December 2012. 20 Members of the European Parliament have sent a letter today to the 

Colombian government and the FARC in which they “warmly greet the efforts of the Colombian 

government and the FARC to begin dialogues to seek an end to the armed conflict” which they describe as a 

“historic moment” for Colombia. They urge both parties to cease fire – noting the recent declaration made 

by FARC - and remind them of their duty to respect human rights and international humanitarian law.  

Indeed, although the members of the European Parliament value the efforts made by both parties towards 

achieving peace, they express their concerns regarding the effects that the armed conflict continues to 

have on the civilian population, and they emphasise that “the armed conflict in Colombia has caused and 

continues to cause too much pain, death, displacement, disappearances”.   

The members of the European Parliament also highlight the essential need for “the right to truth, justice 

and reparation” for achieving lasting peace and request guarantees of non repetition to victims. In this 

regard, they specifically ask the Colombian authorities to withdraw the reform which extends military 

jurisdiction which they believe sends “a wrong and permissive signal to members of the public forces of the 

consequences of committing human rights and international humanitarian law violations”. "Oidhaco deeply 

regrets the passing of this reform which consolidates impunity. It is striking that Colombia has so clearly 

ignored multiple recommendations, including from the United Nations, and the Inter-American Commission 

on Human Rights - who made a statement recently during its visit to the country" said Vincent Vallies, 

spokseperson for the European network. 

Moreover, the members of the European Parliament insist on the need for participation of the victims 

from different sectors of civil society in this peace process. They express their concern about attacks 

against these sectors and ask the Colombian government to guarantee their protection. “It is impossible to 

think of building peace without including victims' organisations, women's organisations, trade unions, 

human rights defenders, indigenous and Afro-Colombian peoples, peasant farmers, among others” say the 

20 Euro-parliamentarians. 

Finally, they state their commitment and willingness to support this process and the initiatives of civil 

society in favour of peace. “Oidhaco values the position of members of the European Parliament who 

signed this letter and we hope that the Colombian government and the FARC listen to and act upon its 

recommendations”, says Vincent Vallies. 

The International Office on Human Rights - Action Colombia, represents a network of more than 30 European organisations. From its 

headquarters in Brussels, Oidhaco accompanies Colombian civil society initiatives which work towards the full respect of human rights and 

international humanitarian law, and a negotiated solution to the internal armed conflict. Oidhaco has a Special consultative status with the 

United Nations Economic and Social Council since 2012. 


