
 

 

Brussels, 18 December 2012 

 

Open letter from Members of the European Parliament, addressed to participants in the 

dialogue process between the Colombian government and the FARC. 

 

The undersigned Members of the European Parliament warmly greet the efforts of the 

Colombian government and the FARC to begin dialogues to seek an end to the armed 

conflict. The statement from the parties participating in the dialogues, attesting to their 

“mutual decision to end the conflict as an essential condition for the construction of stable 

and lasting peace; attending the demands of the people for peace”, is of fundamental 

importance. 

With this letter we would like to reiterate and express our support to the Declaration of 

Cadiz – For Peace in Colombia, sent this month by members of the PARLATINO, 

PARLANDINO, PARLASUR, PARLACEN and European Parliament. 

The armed conflict in Colombia has caused and continues to cause too much pain, death, 

displacement, disappearances, etc. The economic and social costs of the armed conflict in 

Colombia are dramatically high. For this reason, we see the firm and decisive steps taken by 

the Colombian government and the FARC as a historic moment for the country. We salute 

these efforts and we are convinced that the actors at the negotiating table will make every 

effort to reach final agreements, creating the foundations for building a true and lasting 

peace. 

However, while these dialogues take place, the situation for large sectors of civil society in 

Colombia continues to cause concern. We note that the armed confrontation continues and 

on many occasions affects civilians, families and communities who become displaced when 

they are forced to abandon their lands, as they flee the combat zones; landmines continue 

to cause death and serious injuries; cases of enforced disappearances and extrajudicial 

executions continue to be reported. We firmly condemn the massacre of 10 persons 

perpetrated on 7 November 2012 in Santa Rosa de Osos, Antioquia. 

We would like to emphasize that the effort you are making now to achieve peace does not 

exempt you from the obligation to respect human rights and international humanitarian law, 

and from the State responsibility to protect these rights. We therefore call on all the armed 

groups present around the negotiating table to fully respect International Humanitarian 

Law, until a ceasefire agreement is reached.  

Different Colombian civil society organisations have publicly called for a ceasefire; we 

hope that the actors around the table respond to this call. We welcome the announcement 

made by FARC a few days ago of an unilateral ceasefire. We call on FARC to respect this 



 

 

commitment and on the Colombian government to also declare a ceasefire, in order to put 

an end to IHL and civilians’ human rights violations. We also call for every effort to be made 

in order to allow dialogues to also begin with the ELN, a condition to ensure that the armed 

conflict comes to a real end. 

It is essential that the process takes into account and respects the right to truth, justice 

and reparation and offers guarantees of non-repetition to victims. Therefore, we note with 

concern the constitutional amendment to expand the military jurisdiction which has just 

been adopted. As is well known, the military justice system often acts as a guarantee of 

impunity for crimes and human rights violations committed by state agents. It also sends a 

wrong and permissive signal to members of the public forces of the consequences of 

committing human rights and international humanitarian law violations. We believe that the 

jurisdiction of military courts should be strictly limited so that they cannot cover human 

rights violations and the project reform should be withdrawn. This is essential to combat 

impunity and ensure the non-repetition of crimes.  

We are also concerned by the constitutional reform known as the ‘Legal Framework for 

Peace’ on transitional justice, adopted on June 19, 2012, as it includes the possibility of 

amnesty for human rights violations committed by the actors in the armed conflict 

(guerrillas, paramilitaries and state security forces), even in cases of crimes against 

humanity. Moreover, we are worried by the adoption at the end of October 2012 of the 

draft amendment to the ‘Justice and Peace’ Law, which provides for the consolidation and 

extension of the provisions of the Justice and Peace Law, when this Law has already shown 

to be inefficient . 

We agree that, as stated by the representative in Colombia of the UN High Commissioner for 

Human Rights, “evading responsibilities for violations committed in a conflict through the 

manipulation of laws and procedures does not work in the long term and instead, weakens 

the chances of achieving real and lasting positive change”. “Serious violations cannot be 

amnestied or forgotten, on the contrary, confronting them will contribute to the 

transformation of Colombia”, “there is no contradiction between peace and justice”. 

History has shown that the creation of transitional justice is complex and requires the 

acceptance of society to enable real change rather than deepening already existing wounds. 

It is therefore necessary to include victims' movements and organisations in the debate on 

possible proposals related to processes of truth, justice and reparation. 

As expressed in the basic document of the dialogue, the end of armed conflict contributes to 

peace building. However, we consider that peace is a broader process that requires the real 

and effective participation of the different sectors of civil society. The conflict has had the 

effect of silencing many Colombians. This process should represent the opportunity to give 

them a voice. A country in peace must be built among everyone, without exclusion, and 

involves new forms of coexistence. Decisions on issues affecting the lives of millions of 



 

 

people should be taken in a participatory manner. Mechanisms for civil society 

participation must be developed jointly with the different sectors, in order to ensure respect 

for differences and specificities. It is impossible to think of building peace without including 

victims' organisations, women's organisations, trade unions, human rights defenders, 

indigenous and Afro-Colombian peoples, peasant farmers, among others. 

We therefore express our commitment and availability to support and give visibility to civil 

society’s initiatives for peace. We express our concern at the increase of threats and 

harassment, and the continued judiciarisation and stigmatisation against people struggling 

for peace and the respect of human rights, in particular declarations by high level 

authorities falsely accusing them of collaborating with the guerrillas. We ask the Colombian 

government to implement effective measures to ensure the protection of defenders; leaders 

claiming land rights; families of victims of enforced disappearance and extrajudicial 

execution; indigenous, Afro-descendants and peasant communities leaders; LGBT leaders; 

women's organisations, etc. 

Finally, we wish to reiterate our support for this process which began recently. As members 

of the European Parliament we are ready to lend our support and assistance if required in 

the various stages of the process. 

Yours sincerely.  

Martina Anderson, MEP GUE/NGL 

Lothar Bisky, MEP GUE/NGL 

Vicente Garcés, MEP S&D 

Ana Gomes, MEP S&D 

Catherine Grèze, MEP Verdes/The Greens 

Mikael Gustafsson, MEP GUE/NGL 

Satu Hassi, MEP Verdes/The Greens 

Franziska Keller, MEP Verdes/The Greens  

Patrick Le-Hyaric, MEP GUE/NGL 

Sabine Lösing, MEP GUE/NGL 

Ulrike Lunacek, MEP Verdes/The Greens 

Marisa Matias, MEP GUE/NGL 

Willy Meyer, Vicepresident of the EUROLAT 



 

 

Raul Romeva, MEP Verdes/The Greens 

Helmut Scholz, MEP GUE/NGL 

Alda Sousa, MEP GUE/NGL 

Bart Staes, MEP Verdes/The Greens 

Sabine Wills, MEP GUE/NGL 

Gabriele Zimmer, President of GUE/NGL 

Inês Zuber, MEP GUE/NGL 

 

 

 

 

 


