
 

Colombian Congress Peace Commissions come to Europe to listen to the Colombian community abroad 

Colombian Peace Roundtables come to Brussels 

Brussels, May 15, 2013. While talks continue between the Colombian government and the FARC, with the 

aim of ending the armed conflict, the Colombian Congress Peace Commissions have held Regional Peace 

Roundtables in Colombia to collect proposals from society and transmit them to the official dialogue table 

in Havana. At the request of the Colombian population abroad, these Roundtables are coming to Europe 

from 19 to 25 May so that Colombian migrants and exiles are also able to have their voice heard during the 

process. These ‘European Peace Roundtables’ will take place in Brussels, Berlin, London, Paris and 

Barcelona, with 7 cross-party members of the Colombian Congress. 

 In Brussels, the event will be coordinated by the International Office on Human Rights - Action on Colombia 

(Oidhaco). The ‘European Peace Roundtable’ in the European capital will be held at the Université Libre de Bruxelles 

(ULB) on Tuesday May 21, between 3pm and 8pm. The topics to be discussed will be victims, reconciliation and 

peace building, and the conditions that would allow for the return of exiles to Colombia. 

 During their visit, the seven Congress members will talk to various European Union institutions to share their 

vision of the process and request a commitment to peace in Colombia. Peace is not only achieved with the laying 

down of weapons, it requires long-term peace-building to provide solutions to the root causes that have fuelled the 

armed conflict, which include inequality, the violation of human rights and the impunity enjoyed by the perpetrators. 

For Vincent Vallies, Oidhaco spokesperson, the fact that representatives of the Peace Commissions from the 

two Colombian parliamentary chambers are travelling to Europe, “offers a great opportunity for the Colombian exile 

and migrant community to exercise their rights as citizens, especially in such an important moment for Colombia … 

Colombian civil society has much to offer both inside and outside their country, to build a lasting peace.” 

 The four ‘European Peace Roundtables’ to be held in Brussels, London, Paris and Barcelona are convened by 

the Colombian Congress Peace Commissions; Oidhaco in Brussels; ABColombia, Conciliation Resources, Justice for 

Colombia and ReD in London; Taula Català per la Pau i els Drets Humans a Colombia, Escola de Cultura de Pau and 

the Institut Català Internacional per la Pau in Barcelona. Additionally, the Berghof Foundation and Kolko - human 

rights for Colombia will hold a ‘Peace Seminar’ in Berlin with the participation of the Colombian community and 

representatives from the Colombian Senate Committees. 1 

 

The Peace Roundtable in Brussels will be held on Tuesday May 21, at the ULB - Campus du Solbosch - 50, Avenue FD Roosevelt, 

Room AZ1.101: Building A, Door Z, level 1. 

Colombians wishing to participate must register in advance.  

 

 

The International Office on Human Rights - Action Colombia, represents a network of more than 30 European organisations. From its headquarters in 
Brussels, Oidhaco accompanies Colombian civil society initiatives which work towards the full respect of human rights and international humanitarian law, 
and a negotiated solution to the internal armed conflict. Since 2012, Oidhaco has been granted Special Consultative Status before the United Nations 
Economic and Social Council. 
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 ABColombia, la Taula Català per la Pau i els Drets Humans a Colombia and Kolko are member organisations of the OIDHACO 

network 


