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Tens of thousands of people from all walks 
marched for peace on April 9, 2013. The march 
was supported by peace movements such as 
the Common Social Path for Peace (Ruta Social 
Común para la Paz) which includes the Patriotic 
March (Marcha Patriótica) and the Peoples’ 
Congress (Congreso de los Pueblos), Women for 
Peace as well as other social organisations, 
unions and political parties, and thousands of 
State officials. Also present were President 
Santos and Bogotá Mayor Gustavo Petro, 
among others. 
 
The April 9 march was therefore an important 
event which demonstrated Colombian 
society’s rejection of violence and its desire 
for the end of the armed conflict. Banners 
were carried, calling for, among other things, 
the cessation of hostilities, the construction of 
peace with social justice, the fulfilment of the 
rights of victims and the construction of an 
inclusive country without discrimination. 

 
The Colombian National University 
(Universidad Nacional de Colombia - UNC) and 
the United Nations are organizing forums on 
issues of the negotiation agenda, in order to 
facilitate the transfer of Colombian society 
input to the negotiating table. The first forum, 
on agricultural issues, took place in December 
2012. And at the end of April 2013 the second 
forum began, on political participation. 
Furthermore, since the end of 2012, the United 
Nations Program for Development (UNDP) has 
been organizing regional roundtables to 
collect the proposals of Colombian society. 
These proposals have been delivered to 
Colombian Congress members of the Peace 
Commissions, so that they can be taken to the 
negotiating table in Havana. Similar events are 
being organized outside Colombia, so that 
Colombian people residing in other countries 
can also contribute to this process. 

 

 
Several events have also been organized by 
social movements and organisations. Among 
these was the National Peace Congress 
(Congreso Nacional para la Paz - 18 to 22 April, 
2013) and the National Seminar on autonomy, 
sovereignty, rural development and Campesino 
Reserve Areas (Seminario nacional: 
autonomías, soberanía, desarrollo rural y Zonas 
de Reserva Campesina -April 26). 
 
On March 6, 2013, the Movement of Victims of 
State Crimes (Movice), together with other 
victims’ organisations and representatives, 
presented the Minimum Proposals on Truth, 
Justice and Guarantees of Non-Recurrence.  
 
On April 18, 2013, 62 members of the United 
States Congress sent a letter to their Secretary 
of State supporting the peace process and 
calling for the necessary conditions for 
Colombia to “reach a just and lasting peace” 
which includes “the participation of victims and 
civil society in the peace process and during its 
implementation”. 

Oidhaco insist on the need for civil society 
participation, particularly women, victims 
and sectors made invisible by the armed 
conflict such as indigenous peoples and Afr0-
descendant communities.                                                                      

Numerous mobilisations and proposals related to the peace dialogues: 
victims and civil society in general must be heard 

 

The International Office for Human Rights - Action on Colombia - OIDHACO 

A network of 34 organisations based in the EU Member States, Switzerland and Norway, 
working with the four main coordination groups of Human Rights, Development and Peace  
organisations in Colombia. Based in Brussels, OIDHACO promotes the Rule of Law, democracy, 
and comprehensive respect for human rights, peace and sustainable development in Colombia. 
 
oidhaco@oidhaco.org    15, rue de la linière – 1060 Brussels 
Web: www.oidhaco.org   Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/Oidhaco  

Photo: Thomas Mortensen 

http://www.semana.com/nacion/articulo/contundente-muestra-apoyo-paz/339394-3
http://www.semana.com/nacion/articulo/contundente-muestra-apoyo-paz/339394-3
http://www.congresodelospueblos.org/
http://www.prensarural.com/
http://www.prensarural.com/
http://www.prensarural.com/
http://www.oidhaco.org/?art=1618&lang=es
http://www.oidhaco.org/?art=1618&lang=es
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?WashingtonOfficeonLa/2b8aa0644e/ec51fe46ff/e6907345d5
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?WashingtonOfficeonLa/2b8aa0644e/ec51fe46ff/e6907345d5
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?WashingtonOfficeonLa/2b8aa0644e/ec51fe46ff/e6907345d5
mailto:oidhaco@oidhaco.org
http://www.oidhaco.org/
http://www.facebook.com/Oidhaco


OIDHACO NEWSLETTER      | N° 2 2 

 

 

Between January and March 2013, the 
Information System on Attacks against Human 
Rights Defenders in Colombia (SIADDHH), 
recorded a total of 45 individual attacks against 
human rights defenders, including 15 murders. 
This confirms the trend in the growing 
number of murders of defenders: there has 
been an increase compared with the same 
period last year (12 murders). Already in 2012, 
69 murders were reported compared to 49 in 
2011. According to data from the cases where 
the alleged perpetrators are known, 
paramilitary groups remain primarily 
responsible for these attacks. 

On 9 April, the day of the March for Peace, 
Ever Antonio Córdoba Oviedo, displaced 
community leader and president of the 
victims’ roundtable in Valencia, Cordoba, was 
killed. UN agencies expressed their “dismay 
and concern at the lack of effective protection 
faced by victims in various regions of the country, 
and the situation of violence, control, coercion 
and threats they suffer because of the presence 
of different armed groups”. “They urge the 
relevant authorities to investigate, prosecute 
and punish those responsible for this crime, 
(...) since overcoming impunity is essential to 
achieving true protection for victims in 
Colombia”. 

On April 12, 2013, Narciso Enrique Teherán 
Mejía, son of a community leader working on 
land restitution and member of the 
ASOCAMPO organisation, was also murdered.  
 
At the end of March, after the killing of two 
leaders, the OHCHR had already “reiterat(ed) 
its concern that in rural areas of the country, 
activists and human rights defenders are 
largely unprotected.” The Office also recalled 
that “last year 97% of the human rights 
defenders killed were from rural areas”. 
 
Another worrying trend is the sharp increase 
in attacks against women leaders and 
defenders: increasing from 28% of the total 
assaults against defenders in the same period 
in 2012 (22% during the whole of 2012) to 49% 
in the first quarter of 2013 (SIADDH). This trend 
can be explained by the fact that in many cases 
it is women who lead restitution claims for land 
stolen by armed actors. 

We welcome the adoption by the UN Human 
Rights Council on March 21, 2013 of the 
resolution promoted by Norway on the 
protection of defenders, with special emphasis 
on their protection against criminalization.  
 

The criminalization of defenders is still a cause 
for concern in Colombia, as demonstrated by 
the case of David Ravelo Crespo, economist, 
human rights defender and founding member 
of the Regional Corporation for the Defence of 
Human Rights (Corporación Regional para la 
Defensa de los Derechos Humanos - CREDHOS), 
who was sentenced to 18 years of prison, in 
December 2012.  
 
Threats and attacks against trade unionists 
also continue to cause concern. 
On April 1, 2013, a threat was received from the 
paramilitary group “Los Rastrojos” against 92 
organisations and social and political leaders, 
stigmatizing them and declaring them to be a 
“permanent military target and enemies”. 
Organisations threatened in the pamphlet 
included SINTRAMIENERGÉTICA, 
FUNTRAENERGÉTICA, SINTRACARBÓN, 
Fundación Arco Iris, CPDH, MOVICE, CODHES, 
José Alvear Restrepo Lawyers’ Collective 
(CAJAR), the PDA, etc.  

On March 25, 2013, Gustavo Pizo, President of 
the small producers’ organisation ASOCAT, and 
member of trade union FENSUAGRO, was 
murdered in the Department of Cauca. Gustavo 
Pizo was 31 years old. 

 

  

In December 2012, the Colombian Congress 
adopted a constitutional reform of military 
criminal jurisdiction, driven by the 
government of President Santos. The reform 
was adopted despite numerous calls from 
the UN and national and international 
organisations for its withdrawal. As 
highlighted by various UN bodies, the 
expansion of military jurisdiction seriously 
undermines the administration of justice and 
violates the right of victims to truth, justice 
and reparation. 

In late March 2013, the Colombian 
government presented to Congress a 
statutory bill, which seeks to regulate the 
reform. This bill deepens and expands the 
areas of concern contained in the 
constitutional reform.  

 

It reverses the logic of international 
humanitarian law (IHL) converting it into a 
permissive instrument and a norm which 
protects the state security forces (SSF) 
before the justice system, when the purpose 
of IHL is, by contrast, to set limits to war and 
to protect, in particular, civilians from its 
effects. 

The bill extends the spectrum of activity of 
the SSF, in a way that any act committed by 
a member of the SSF would fall under IHL as 
defined by this law. It is important to 
consider the fact that the constitutional 
reform establishes that IHL would apply to all 
crimes committed by the SSF, in both the 
military justice and ordinary justice systems.  
This latest would apply for crimes that have

 been expressly excluded from the military 
criminal justice system (crimes against 
humanity, genocide, forced disappearance, 
extrajudicial killings, sexual violence, torture 
and forced displacement). In addition the bill 
redefines the crime of extrajudicial execution 
in such a way that many of these crimes 
would no longer be considered as such. 

Therefore, if this law is adopted, it would 
permit breaches of IHL by the SSF to remain 
unpunished. 

It is urgent that the international 

community acts against this by asking for 

the withdrawal of these measures. 

  

Attacks against defenders continue to increase. Women at risk. 

Regulation of the reform to the military justice system: International 
humanitarian law distorted to favour impunity 
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On March 20, 2013, the annual report of the 
United Nations High Commissioner for 
Human Rights (UNHCHR) was presented 
before the Human Rights Council. In its 
report, UNHCHR welcomes the dialogue 
initiated between the Government and the 
FARC-EP as a “significant positive sign”. 
Nevertheless, it recalls that “in the context of 
the ongoing armed conflict, human rights 
violations are committed daily”, including acts 
of sexual violence, by the different actors in 
the conflict (members of the army, 
paramilitary groups - “post-demobilisation 
groups” – and the guerrilla). In light of this 
fact, the High Commissioner “reiterates her 
call to respect all human rights of all 
Colombians”. UNHCHR also “exhorts (the 
parties) to confront past violations directly 
and fully in the peace process through 
innovative restorative justice mechanisms 
that maximise societal transformation and 
address historic inequalities, preventing 
repetition and a return to armed groups 
(…)”. Furthermore, the High Commissioner 
“encourages the State to guarantee the 
sustainability of the land restitution process”. 
The report also insists on the need to include 
the victims in this process: “only by 
adequately taking victims’ rights into 
consideration can Colombia lay the foundation 
for sustainable change” states UNHCHR. 

Moreover, UNHCHR reiterates its concern 
regarding the reform of military criminal 
jurisdiction in a context where it observes 
the continuation of “reports of violations of 
the right to life and personal integrity” by 
soldiers and members of the national police 
force. UNHCHR highlights the situation of 
impunity for these crimes, in particular the 
“inadequate response to false positives”. It also 
underlines the denial and attempts to cover 
up the facts or distort the truth in cases of 
violations committed by members of the 
army and the national police, as well as 
threats against individuals, human rights 
defenders and state control mechanisms who 
work on these cases. 

 

Regarding economic, social and cultural 
rights, UNHCHR states that “Colombia is a 
middle-income country with high rates of 
inequality. Mineral exploitation is used as 
an engine for development, but there are 
significant problems with regard to respect 
for the right to informed prior consultation. 
More needs to be done to achieve the 
progressive realisation of economic, social 
and cultural rights”. In Colombia, 34.1% of 
the population live in poverty, and 10.6% in 
extreme poverty. The proportion of people 
facing hunger is 12.6% (when the average for 
countries of Latin America and the Caribbean 
stands at 8.3%) and the figure did not 
improve between 2007 and 2012, despite 
economic growth which was greater than 
4%.  

Eight Colombian and international 
organisations, including Oidhaco, intervened 
during the UN Council Session in order to 
emphasise this situation and express their 
concerns about it, insisting in particular on 
the situation of impunity and the recent 
judicial reforms. 

On March 25, 2013, the UNHCHR report was 

presented by recognised human rights 

defenders to officials responsible for Latin 

America within the Offices of the Permanent 

Representations of the EU Member States 

and the European External Action Service 

during a roundtable organised by Amnesty 

International and Oidhaco. For further 

information see the Oidhaco summary and 

analysis of the UNHCHR report. 

On April 23, the Universal Periodic Review 
of Colombia took place in the UN Human 
Rights Council. While support for the peace 
process was unanimous, there continue to be 
numerous concerns from the international 
community regarding the human rights 
situation in Colombia. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In total, 160 recommendations were made 
to Colombia on the part of States from all 
five continents. There were multiple 
recommendations on justice and the struggle 
against impunity – in particular in relation to 
the reform to military criminal jurisdiction; 
sexual violence and violence against women; 
implementation of the Law on Victims and 
Land Restitution – in particular the need to 
protect the people involved; the struggle 
against people trafficking; the struggle 
against poverty and inequality; access to 
economic, social and cultural rights; the 
protection of children; the protection of 
defenders and the struggle against impunity 
for attacks against them; the protection and 
respect of the right to prior consultation for 
Indigenous Peoples and Afro-Colombians.  

Nevertheless, Colombia rejected 26 of 
these recommendations, including the 
ratification of the optional protocols to the 
Convention against Torture - recommended 
by 11 countries, to the International 
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural 
Rights and to the Convention on the Rights 
of the Child, the comprehensive 
implementation of the recommendations of 
UNCHCR in Colombia, and the “adoption of 
concrete and affective measures to implement 
the existing legal framework and to combat 
the generalized impunity for crimes related to 
sexual violence”.  

Further information: NGOs reports; UN 
webpage on UPR of Colombia  

Colombia in the United Nations 

 
UNHCHR annual report on Colombia 

 

Universal Periodic Review – 160 
recommendations for Colombia 

Vice-
president of 
Colombia . 
Final 
remarks. 
UN web. 

Two well-known defenders, Alirio Uribe Muñoz, 
lawyer of the José Alvear Restrepo Lawyers’ 
Collective- CCAJAR, and Ana María Rodríguez, 
from the Colombian Commission of Jurists - CCJ, 
underline the conclusions of the annual report of 
the OHCHR (in spanish). 
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The Inter-American Commission on Human 
Rights (IACHR) held several hearings on 
Colombia, one of them on the situation of 
indigenous peoples. “The IACHR was 
informed about ongoing, serious violations of 
the right to life and to the physical and cultural 
integrity of indigenous peoples, communities, 
and persons in Colombia. For example, 
between 2009 and 2012, 348 indigenous 
persons were reported to have been murdered 
and some 27,000 displaced (…) According to 
the information presented, in the ancestral 
territories of these indigenous peoples, 
there are links between armed activity, both 
legal and illegal, and the presence of 
extractive industries.”   

 The IACHR “reiterates its deep concern” 
about the serious situation of indigenous 
peoples in Colombia, and “calls on the State 
to adopt effective measures that will make 
it possible to overcome the risk that these 
indigenous peoples will disappear, bearing 
in mind that the existence of development 
and investment projects or extractive 
concessions does not help the situation; to 
the contrary, it increases the risk to their 
physical and cultural survival.” 

In the same vein, UNHCHR highlighted that 
megaprojects and mineral exploitation 
represent “additional risks” for indigenous 
peoples, afro-Colombians and other ethnic 
groups in Colombia who have already been 
seriously affected by the armed conflict. 
UNHCHR also stated that, after a “broad 
participatory process” on the right to prior 
consultation, “not a single best practice was 
identified”, which is of concern. The report 
also recalls the fact that “in the case of 
groups at risk of extinction, the right to prior 
consultation constitutes not only a right to 
participation but also a veto mechanism to 
guarantee their survival”. According to the 
Colombian Constitutional Court, at least 34 
indigenous peoples are at risk of extinction. 
The National Indigenous Organisation of 
Colombia (Organización Nacional Indígena de 
Colombia - ONIC) has mapped a further 30 
additional peoples at risk of extinction. On 
April 24, the Human Rights Subcommittee of 
the European Parliament – part of the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs – hosted a 
hearing on extractive industries and 
indigenous peoples. The various speakers 
from Africa, Latin America and Oceania 
stressed the need for full respect of free,   

prior and informed consultation, as 
stipulated in Convention 169 of the 
International Labour Organisation (ILO).  

Presenting the situation in Latin America by 
using cases from Guatemala and Colombia, 
Juana Mulul Castro stated that in most cases 
no real processes of free, prior and informed 
consultation are undertaken. “We must be 
heard so that we can decide what kind of 
development we want. Our collective rights 
are being systematically violated by allowing 
the implementation of extractive projects. We 
have the right to say ‘No’ to protect Mother 
Earth and our communities” stated Juana 
Mulul Castro.  

Barbara Lochbihler – Chair of the 
Subcommittee on Human Rights, assured 
that the recommendations made during 
the hearing would be taken into account. 
Oidhaco calls upon the EU to take steps to 
develop and implement a normative 
framework that ensures respect for and 
protection of the human rights of 
communities affected directly or indirectly 
by projects implemented by European 
companies. 

  

 

 

 

From April 19 to 25, Oidhaco organized 15 
meetings with representatives of the EU 
Council, the European Parliament and the 
European External Action Service on the 
occasion of the visit to Brussels of Robinson 
Charris Parias, a student leader from the 
Colombian Association of University 
Students (Asociación Colombiana de 
Estudiantes Universitarios - ACEU) and 
delegate of the Colombia Europe - USA  
Coordination Group (Coordinación Colombia 
Europa - Estados Unidos - CCEEU) a 
Colombian platform that brings together 
some 220 human rights organisations. 
During the meetings, concerns were voiced 

about the current situation in Colombia, 
particularly about the continuous increase in 
assassinations of human rights defenders, 
impunity and the reform of military criminal 
jurisdiction, and on the peace process and 
the need to ensure the participation of civil 
society. Robinson Charris Parias also 
presented the human rights situation for the 
university sector, particularly mentioning 
attacks on students and teachers who have 
mobilized to defend human rights. During all 
meetings those present called upon the 
European Union institutions to react publicly 
to address this serious situation. 

 

May 3: International Day for the Freedom of 
the Press. 

May 19-24: European Peace Roundtables - 
London, Brussels, Paris, Barcelona. The 
objective of these roundtables is to allow the 
participation of migrant and refugee 
Colombian population in the peace process. 

June 24: National day of Colombian 
Campesinos. 

June 26: International Day for Victims of 
Torture. 

Extractive industry and violations of the right to consultation: serious 
threats to indigenous peoples and Afro-descendant communities 

Important dates for the diary  

 

Visit of a Colombian human rights defender to the EU institutions 
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